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‘I feel my work is using the material of light to affect the medium 
of perception. I’m using light in its material aspect…I try to take 
light and materialize it in its physical aspects so that you really feel 
it – feel the physicality; feel the response to temperature and its 
presence in space, not on a wall.’ 	

	

Turrell in Andrews, Richard (1992) The Light Passes By in Turrell, James – Sensing Space Henry Art 
Gallery, University of Washington, Seattle 	


	

	




”Most people would probably say that as architecture does not produce sound, it 
cannot be heard. But neither does it radiate light and yet it can be seen. We see the 
light it reflects and thereby gain an impression of form and material. In the same way 
we hear the sounds it reflects and they, too, give us an impression of form and 
material.”  �
Steen Eiler Rasmussen 1959, Experiencing Architecture. MIT Press, Massachusetts 224 �

Athanasius Kircher’s Phonurgia Nova of 1673 
(Yale University Library)�



"Sight isolates, whereas sound incorporates; vision is directional, sound is omni-
directional.  The sense of sight implies exteriority whereas sound creates an 
experience of interiority. I regard an object but sound approaches me, the eye reaches 
but the ear receives.  Buildings do not react to our gaze, but they do return a sound 
back to our ears." �
�

Juhani Pallasmaa, 2005, The Eyes of The Skin, Architecture and the Senses. Wiley-Academy, London. 49 �

The acoustic principle of reflected sound- 
enabling speech between two people who 
can not see one another.  

Athanasius Kircher’s Phonurgia Nova of 1673 
(Yale University Library)�



Listening Aids for a Listening Impaired Society	


Tranquillity is a State of Mind:	
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Eusebio Sempere sculpture, Madrid	

	

































